
BRITAIN JUSTIFIES
METHODS AT SEA;
REPLIES TO U. S.

Her Blockade Practices
"Juridically Sound and

Valid," She Asscrts.

FRANCE CONCURS
IN TERMS OF NOTE:.

New Devlcei ff,r Dlspatching
fioods Met by New Ways

of Interceptlng ihem.

U- iateat
'ir.> aaawei te ajaerleaii
protevs eg A Intei fr-rcnce
with aeatral pablie to-

night at tha St ' for|-

tend*. tha' Bad of
«re "ji.i

" It
hrfrur, :h neutrals
reek i* r .1
n-.itigat-.o-. of pa than

hy either in tha
theorj' or ap]
upon adrr terna-
.:onal la '". tha
glter..! arfare."

It. dlacloaei that ". al ai.d
influentiii! commisaion" ha* heen ap-

laya. and pledgea to tl mak«
their reatra trade n* little bur-
deaaoroc ill le, The
note, la 4. reach t-overnment
ir.ncur?, reitel BBCeB-
¦Itw ef n nen/
trala eentl) rmany and juatl*
nM the elfeetivi blockade
which wa^

''

Ameriran no-. I'i,-ther diplomatic
rorreapor.denrc over ih* iasue Ifl 'IB"
picted.

Nrotral Artlon WHromerl.
"Ei* ma .mment," aay*

the Bate, re aat-
Isfaetion tha intlmatlon eontalned in
the coneludinn paBaafei ef tho United
state. i ote of the IntentloB of the
T r.ite.l Statei to urdertake th.
of ehai ' neu¬

tral r

"The *.r * get of thi* w»r wng the
nnpro4okr. the ei emy of
reutra! territorj thal ef Belcium
¦4.hich hfl .- Bolei .~'>>\ by
treaty to proteet, The di?re-
(.nrd ef aeatral richt* hai * nce been
cztended to naval werfare by the w»n-
ton ieatrucl merchant
rhipi on tha I gl ro.i*. rcpardle?! of
the li-ra of .

"Hia ma eat would
44'clcotn*. a- of reutral
nationa under t*-'- lead af the I'nited
Statea wl eh weald axert «n effectira
influer . nn of

righta, ar.d rnr.not believe tva.
it or ava much To fear from
any cotr.i. -...- ; tioa ef I
those ..h takea BB itnpartial
nr.d eoi ew of the eon-
tiuct of th I ^ftr or 1 iiidfreR it by a

reaaeaahlfl nterpretat tha pen-
erally BCC. of interna¬
tional law ai r\ aa af ha>
rr.ar.ity that have h.therto heen ap-
proved V.'.- the civllixed world."

Modified I'mordure Ttistlfird.
At the cul at thi note iaggi il *va*.

the A- t 10 rr.ueh
that al pt.-d really WCrfl
inteaded for uae * ropean neu-1
tral eoui 44ere ilia-
patched aa that the dlapatch of jrood*
to (.ri-.it Britain'a enemy ha.i l"<-
fruatrate.] ot hitherto
employr d | 's

"It woold aeem, aaya the note, "to
b» i (»'¦ i I irh a eontentinn
that l petehii g fjood*
to the e-.b met by ew

. .. fandamei
and ark-. i "« of tho
right te intereepl «uch trade "

At BOtr* leagth the note arg-uaa tha
Impo.s bility ol makii .- searche* at
aea, for varioi I --nr-.g wr-ieh
are weather, the fllzi I «.team-

ahipa and the manner in which con-
tianaad can be conrealed. A report
from Admiral Sir John Jellicoe, com-
mander af tha grand laat, baa.d upon
hl* expene- eaa of efl month*, ia
included. N * re]
"Tha differ.nee between tha Britiah

and the German praci hat wa
have acted !n tv<> way whieh rauaat,
tha least diaeamfort to n<"itr.ila. In-
atead af ali - ng aeatral ihlpi *r.«*as**"l
ln trade with tha enemy, ag tho (,. r

mar.. h'' deae " '-r, maay eaaes, "i

d'r.r. roi traven! ' their 044-n pr*«
ragTula'inr* wa eaamrae them,
(¦ , .., mod¬
ern r.B\'h! eond . alle***, aend-
ina; them ir.to port enly whera thia
become, aecesaa

United State* Paaaporte MlanBcal
Tha rote «'! la tha* a further reaaon

for brlr.(,-.;.g al 'P* IntB harbor i* the
ririn4:,v for r'oaa exari'nat-on of ail
Buapect.rl per«or«, whieh hafl been
made nacaflBB 1 ". Garaaaa prae¬
tice of mieaaing Ua Btetei pa**-
porta to p'nr;-. . <-*'o ro-duet for
aallltaf r pei na and a>re

A« (...>... ... diaeiiiaej
the qu> itionel hepi eatlaa-
tion of e Btl

0 right a bfl :..'' Bt to Int.r-
r.pt ta way to hia ane*

. «*.,*. a f'.niianiental and in-

ro'nteatab'i*, ar i . net *r> be r*-
.-ahand

Yi 3'
'' Bt tC

rond'.
r-.tr rmine whel good.
V.I-, <¦ thi way to tha enemy. 1''

.,.-.. e- tltl. d to

dote r .¦..--. to thd
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Ct;e %>unDai Crfbunc

natura of tha ttruggle ln whieh the
\ ara argage.l. they are compel!".!

.,. .hr. moal effi '"P« f"

righl
In a long diac ei el r>r ¦<¦ court

procedurc te givea a iraneei
. tha Ordera in I oaaeil do boI avei

..iternatiotial law, ind that tne
( COUrt ba« full po4«er to d
fivefl act under tho*e orw

legal and to aatartaifl any elalia iar
enaatiaa on tha*. ba

Neotral Commerce Flouriahing.
As l| a previoua note in ar.^wer to

tha rontention that American commerce

being deatroyed by the Britiah ifl-
rerencea, llgureg issued by the i nited
Statea DcpartmCBl of ( ommeree ar>'

tO (how that «.*#*.« teUie
..navian cour.fries ar.d Helland Ifl-

rreaaed fn-m $97,000,000 ifl 1MI ta
$2815 OOO.tMM) i'i 1918

"ln th. face of such flgnraa, .*»..¦
the note, "it aeema Impcflaible ta *e

cept the contention that Britiah pr-."-
rourt proeedur* ha, rrartically ..*

stroved murh of 'he flXpOrl trade oT

nited State* to reutra! eoaatrte*.
In Kurope. and the ir.feren-e li aug-

gested that if COmplalntJ have been

made to the Waahington Admlniatri
tion by would be rvporters they emi-

ate. not from peraona devrou. of an-

g in genuine commerce .» :'n tr

.; eeuntriea, but from theaa arha
dciired to diapateh good* ta the enemy
und#r eover flf . BBBtral dflfll nation

and who found it more difflcull to een.

rml Ulfl re;.: fact* from the prize eenn
under th* new proredure. ¦

"Th* cirrumatance* of * large
l.r of American ah-prn.i '¦

Bny conciua.on that they arr- b* .

*1 ipraanta for the Imperting eau triea.

ot them are made to P*"0""
Mho'are apparently nnminee* of ei

t,. fonai-rnmentB of men' pra-
ar* addresaed to ifhtermefl flfld
leberara. Several theaeanda of

toaa of IBCh goods have beei fojnd
documented for a neutral part
Bddreaaed to firm* which do not axli

tl ' re.
Preaanre Put on 1 B.

"In th* preaence ef fact'. aoeh U
tho** indlceted abeve, the United
tatea covrnment will, it >* bellevea,

a/ree with hia majesty'*. povernmert
that no belligerent eooM ln modern
timea aubmit to bo bound by a ruia

that no gooda could be aelaed nnleee
tvore nccompanied by paper*

which eatabliahed their deatination .0

nn enemy eountry, and that a!l deten-
tiona af al ipi and goodl muat unll-
fr.ri.ilv be ba-ed on proofs BDtained al

th« time of aelaare. Ta preaa any bocb

theory ia tantamount to asking that all
between neutral ports BBall r>*

trae and would thus rer.der nu.;atory
prr.«e af flCB power and dr-stroy

the preaaara which the command or

sea enablea the Allies to impose
upr.n their enemy.

"It la of courae inentabl* that the

e-ercisc of belli-rerent rifhtl nt BO,
however reaaanably Bxerelaad, muat n-

rrnvenicnce neutral trade BJld fTeal
preaaara ia being pai upon th* X nltefl
"a'tate, government to urge the techi..-

cal theorr that there should be no in-

terfercne'e at all with goods r«ssn>t
botwean neutral port,, and thu* te
.. BtratC the measures whieh the AIHes

have Uken tfl mtarcept commerce on

its wny to cr from the enemy
The note refer* to the action taken

bf the United .Statea during the l ivil
Wat to stop auch a trade and tn t e

Supreme Court'a doctrlne of ff**M',»-
oefl vovage given to cover all case.

x. here thera was an intention to thwnrt
the blockade by "whatever meam, di-1

r, rt or indlrect."
Taak F.iceptlonally DlfBcnlt.

"His majesty'* government deaire* to

aasure the United Statea government.
the note continues." that erery efort a

beir.g made to dUtinfuUh between hona

f.de neutral commerce and that wh.cn

reallv is intended for th* enemy. The

taak ia one of exceptional difticuity. A>

an in«tance the imports of lar.l m'o

Sweden during the year 191;> may l-e

taken. In that year the total import
of lard inte Sweden from all Beareea
ua* P T. 1K tona, of which no les* than

teni came from the l nited Statea.
'.'In tha three yeara before the war

the average annual import of th«Bame
article was orlv BM taBB, of which 63
,-ame from the I'nited Statea. It u

d.fflcult to believe that tha TeQuire-
nt Sweden in respect of lard.

even when every allowanre la made
foi peasiblfl divereiona of trade d-ie ta
the war. could auddenly havo ip.ci. Hi

more than ten fold ln 191t. The infer-
mdeed. la irre-istiDle that tha

L-t.-ater part of theaa import:. must.

Beva had another and an enemy de*

'*i*he note polnta ont that th* effec
tver.e.,, of the blockade is ehown, bv

the Bmall number of veaaela which

eacape the Allied patrols. 'It il doubt-l
ful " the nota continues. "whatner there

ever ha* been a blockade where thal
ahips which alipped through oore so

small a proportion to thoga v.-hlch wera

intarcepted. . ThflibeBt proof of
the tborougbneflB of a blocgade ia to

be found ln its resultfl. Tha,
gTeat riae Ib pnee in (.ermany ei

many artieles moat neceaaapr to tha,

aneray ln the prosecution of iha pre*ant
war muat be well known to t-he T nited
Statea government."

Why Cotton la rontrabarid.
Tha putting of eotton on 'ba contra-

b*.nd liflt, tha nota Bay*. was forced by
tha Bceumulation of e-i-idence that It
uas hemg usad only for military pur-
pr.se* in (iermany and that ita usa for
othar purpoaea waa prohibited. The
nota remarks:

"Although theaa meainrea may hare
heen provoked by tha illerjal conduet
of the enemy, they do no*. in reality
eonflict with any freneral principlo of
International law, of humanity or of
elviliaaticni they ara enforced with
ronsideration against neutral eountriea
end are, therefore, Jundicnily eound
and vslid.

"H:, majeaty'a government deslrea
ta arltirg tha T'nited h'ate, govern-

that It will contlnue Its pffartfl
ta make tha exercise of what it con-

eeivaa ta ba itg belligerent right* bb

l'"le bnrdanaoma to neutrnla as pos-
lible."
Tha note Ig about lS.OOf) words long

and contalna goma appandices and a

¦tetement from the Freneh Minister of
Marlne suatainlng the v.ew expressed
by A-lmiral Jel'ieoe.

Seven Miles
to Arden

Full of charm and
brimming with
whimsii *l humor 11

this out door ro

m a n c e. And all
throuph it sparkles a

perfrrt dear of a

girl, clever. bright.
iivaciou*. witty, lov-
ahle. Of courae

SAVVYLR there ii alio a man

in it.leveral man,
for that matter. But
there ii ona, a vaga-
liond. luch a vaga-
bond ai J. M. Barne
might create.

11 11 -.«!

HARPER & BR0THERS

By
RUTH

Battle for Verdun
.f.l fr«.n. |ih«'

f i.l been put to the test and ha.l failed to accompliah the it ilt for arhieh
i,(I many had str.vrn or ar.y portioil th.

War if fomething bfljond arniie* ai tacl , beyond .

n i'itarv geniu*. and the real meamn-? of Verdun ia not to bfl found in linca

Another Gettyshurg

held or lo4t, not to be tonn*aytn la

th* aihes of the old tewa that Fraaeoi
and Bet Germany bolda. It \* jo be

fnyn.l in the apir.t ot Kranee now ha.

the great trial il ovrr and the linea

bifi! Germany and not Frtjjea that

,Md tB- |a M of Verdun. The Ger-
mana be.eved. end all their pobli.hedm"ementa nhox thi., tha. | ranee WM

a/aary, dlah.arteB.d, ready to quit en

f.i, -term.. They beheved thal thttt
.ai r.eeded only a ahlnlng r\etary, ¦

e-rea4 rr.oral demor.strntior. of German
atrength to arrompliah the end to
brine orletorlea. peore. In thia I thina,
and all with whom I talked in I-ranee
felt 'hat the Germans were flrrong, that

Prancfl would have rndured d.f.Bt .Bd
jron* on. But, r.nven-e'.y, tho de.mans

krew must ba.. BBOWB, that te 4rv and
te fall was tn rnuse the whol" heart ef
France. to rieMmy ar.y peseinitsm. and

thia ia preeiaely what thc failure has

hatt'.e for Verdun was a battle
for mora! rath*r tUn military valuea,
and the mor.ol rietory remaini with th*

It was a deliberat. and ralcu-
''or' to break tho ipint of France,

and .. roueed th* ipirit ef Frar.rr. a*

I. rhap. nothing has rai«ed 'he ipirit Of
. eopl. since Valmy. where ether
.nm«n met ar.d checked another

d*rman mvaaion, brought to a halt the
ii my ef Frederirk the Great, whirh a'lll
rr. served th* nrestifre of rs kTeat rap

no was denoi, turneri it bark along
the road that waa presently to end at

Jena ... u
Beeide the mora! value of \ erdun th*

militarj ', iust BBthiBg. To appraciate
its meaning vou muft understand wh?.4
.. ba. meant to the Frenih. and JTOU
muit unrleratand it by reralling what
dettyiburg meant to the North. invade<t
n<. I. France, defeated at half a doxen
Itruggl.l in Virgtaia aa France has been
defeated ia the past montha of thii -. *r

G.ttyflburg was and remana th* deei
l r. battl. of our Tivil W<ir. although
th. eonfiict laated for neariy twe yeara
more. For Kranc* Verdun is exactly
the same thir.g. Havinp accepted th*

ral likene.., JTOB may f.nd murh that
li instruetiea e.r.d .oggeetiea in the
military. but this is of relat-vely minor
importance.

denerals Against Defence.

Now, on the m.htary side it is neces-

eary to know firat of all that when the
Ger'mans begsn their gigantic atta.-k
upon Verdun the French high command
deeided DOt to d*fend th* city. JofTr*
and thosc who with him olirert tbe
French armiea. were agreei that the

eity of Verdun was without militarj
value comparable with the cost of de
fending it, an.i tbnt the wigeat and best
th.ng to do was to draw baek the lines
to the hills abovo th* city an.i west of
th* Meuse. Had their arill prevailed
there would have heen no real battl.- ar

Verdun e.n.l t-he dermans would long;
ago have occupied the ashes of the
town.

Joffre's view waa easily etplicahle,,
and :t v.as hardly posaible to riuarre!
with th. military judgment it discloses.
To the world Verdun is a great fortress,
a second Gihraltar, encir.-led by preat
fort*. furrn.Thed with huge guns, the
eatcway I. Parii and the k*v to th.
French eastern frontier. Arrl thii ia
j B8l -That Verdun was untii th* coming
of the prei»nt war, when the German
and Austrian aiege guns lt-ve'.led the
forta of Antwerp, o' Maubeuge, of
l.iege. Rut after that Verdun ceaaed to

h... anythiag, i.*cause _li fortrea.ee loat
th.lr value with the rerelation that
they had failed to keep pace with the
gun.

A:'.*r the Battl* of the *->arp*. when
the trench war hegan. the French took
all their guna out of the forta o<~ \cr
,: .-. i uahe.J out before tho forts, anol
Verdun becam* just a sector in the long
trencfa lir.e. from the s*a tO Switaerlana.
It.waa def*nded by trenrhes, not forts
Ir was r.elther of more importance -

lossf. than ariy o'.her noir4 in the lme
ar.d it was a place of trenchei, not of
forth The forts were empty ar.d re-

main empty, monumenti to the past of
war, riuite aa useles.a as the walll ef
Rome *ojld be agaimt mo.lern ar; il
lery.

dermans Cut Railroad.

The decline of Verdun was even more

corr.piete. From the s'.rr.ngest point in
Krcnch defer.ee, It breame the weak. at

XXhan thfl .'.'* i teek Sl Mihlel ifl
September, 1914, tr il thi rthand

;.. bindi Verdun to the
Parii-Naney railroad When they re-

treated from Ihe Marae they haltad al
Varenne, and Montf,-»-iror., and from
theaa r.,r:-. T.a- tha PflriB"
Verdnn-Mcta railroad. Apart from a

.-'.-,- .- raa
1 a.'.e, wh eh wa- | :

ng at pro gradea, Verdun
ta iflolated irom the re.- of I

der whal tl
war wben tl of amtaanittofl
eonaumed flta garfl bc-
;¦?..¦ . »¦ .¦-..... when
there Bre a rjuar'er of a million men
to h. fed ?"-\ n tionad ia thii sector.

More than all thia, when the lir.es
down to the trenrr. condition

Verdun was a aalleat, :'. wa, a BB1T0W
carva bulging out into the Oermafl
'ro: * It WBB | tha 1 rime aoii

. r«-. which
twiea ra ao*

-.ir> point for a greal attaek.
ln the Verdan sector the French are

etpoa.d to .-i eonverging tire; they ar.

the Genea .. ntiein le. More.
aver, the lalieal ia ia narroe thal tha

t ef eonverging lira ia not to Le
rated.

Wr-tn the Fre-.ch attaeked the Ger-
mans iB Champagne laal fa';'. they ad-
eaaced on a wide frool from a line
parall«l fo the German line A* they
plereed the Atrst German linea they
\> err- exf o«ed tO the c

rf the Germana, her.. | ay
wera iahl ng a a edge ia- Ultin ita
they gol '¦'¦" brifade thro igh ail the
German aaa, bat il * di troyed be>
yond hv thii eonverging Hre Bat na

th* Germaai advaneed upon Verdun
they were bieeking down a *ai'*nt and
posaessed the adveBtagfl they had had
on the defenaive in <'hampag;"\

French Stradrilc Rlver.

Finallr. one-half the French army of
Verdun foUght with it, back to a deep
rlver, eeaBeeted with 'he other half
only hy bridgea, some af which preg-
entfycama ur.der Oermnn tire, and there
WBB every pesaibillty that these troops
might te cut off BBd r-iptured if the
German advance 4vcrr> pushed home far
enough on the WCflt bar.k of thi- Meuse
Br.d the German artillery was laecCflfl-
ful in interrapting tha paaaaga of the
river. It was n penlous po-ition. and
there were gorne da;. s when the .itiui-
t:on aeemed eritical.
Aceordinglyi whflB the Gernian drive

nt Verdun was at Imt diacloaed in ita
real magnltudfl .'...Tn. prepi '"

evacnate the town ar.d the eaal baak ol
the river, to BtraightCfl hia line and
nholish the aallent nnd g.v.- over to the
Germa tha wreck af Verdan. The

on behind the rivei was ne\t to

impregnable; the nei would then be
paiallel; there weald b* no talieat, and

w poeltlon the Fr-'lir-;.
concei.lrute t'neir heavy artillery while
th" Germana were moving ap tha gui
thn* they had fixed te tha ilerth of the
old front.

B ii ai thia poiBl tha I reneh i
cian interfered He reeognized the
wiadom ol *K.* .*,.-.-i4 military viaw of
Jnffre, bul ha B»W also the moial ValUC.
He recogaiaed tha! the French ari tha
German pu* rould 1 IM Ver
dun as n mera pont -n ii treneh line
and a pom' almoat Impoeeible to de
fend and deatituta "f military value.
Hi aw thal tha French and German
rabliei v.r,uid think of \',.ni:in a* it
had be.n thought nf before the present
wer ehanged all the coaditioi i of c
flirt. He recogm.ed that tiie (iertnan
people woald be roeei to flea
and confidence by t*-. capture of a

grr-ii* fortreaa, and tha' the
wo ild ifl equal di reaaed by
44. bat the* aa a gn il far-
t..."

JofTre Againat Battle.
Yoa\ had therefen Ifl FraBea 'nr

aeme houra, perhapa for sevi-rai days.
.- that approximate.l a eriail

icro". ng oui of th. di% on of ...

bfltweefl tha e\\ «rni the military au-
thoritiea, a div.aion of opinion base.l
Kitnr differenl but not im-
poaaibly equalfj eorreel appraisala.
.loffre di ot believe ¦. wa, \4..rth the
mflti er the rial I a few iquare
milaa of French territory, aince »o
at acua'e wo trengthi not weakei
.J.e lir.e. The Fn pc eiam reeog

nized that to !o«- Vorrdan w»i to .aff..
a morai d.fc.t which woald almoat

lawa th. Miaiatry, rr- ght
i n.«f Committe.

Safety ard woald f:re th* Ger¬
man heart and depress the Preach.

It; the end th* politiciar.a hn 1 their
.'.'..¦ -.-rond ia

cor,:' I over to their riew and
¦ it for Verd in 4o rgaaite the da*
fenre o.f the DOlltiOB *'. th. e'.ever'h
h ur. He had w-.rh him PeUia, 'h-4
nan who had commar.d'l th. French
irmy in the Battle of ('harr. nag.-e
heneeforth eemmandcd tha sr-

nrrie 1 te the Verdua eaei r
.-. deftnitely the

.- Germany had !aid it
.4CR-e a ha'4'.'4 B

the ii*ciaive seme of the wor.i, al-
though still on th* moral side. N'ething

...re | repmteroui than to belieVB
that there ovrr waa any chanc* of a

an adeanc. thrniar*. Verdun to

Fan« Oa. has only to go to Verdun
a-.>! "ee th. eountry ar.d the !:nes BO«
hind the rity aad Bill.. baek of the
pretent front to realize how foolish

talk is.
'.1.rti':'4io the Grrman advance had

her-'i ateady and eonaiojerable. a: tho ..

th. i ta. cour«* fprei
Arto mpagne Dana |.c rh«

of tha aaaallant: th<

and
ra; then th. ,¦....

th.ae rn n i and
ar.l, B..BJ th .u"4""!" of or l

and acores ef gur.s. !<>;'. BOW the litUI
ti. ehangea. The aaaailaat ba. pa^ d

.ffeetir. ra",:^ of hii
heavy ar'iliery, which cannot be Imme-
d'.ately adva.-.e.i because of ita weight;

.. ancoaatera a lia. af treachei that
have not been lertlUd. he has rome

th. coneentrated nr. ef his fai >
ght artill.ry without the

:t of his own heavy artill.ry, ard
all 'he advnrrtage of surpiis* has gono.
What happ*ned at Verdun il whal

happened in t'ne ( hampaune. Th* Ger¬
maa adorane. was qalte as luceessfui
rather more loe.BI.ful than the Frer.ch
laat Beptemberi it covered three or

four miles on a conv.derable front, and
it even reaehed P.Miaumont. one of the
aid fetrta and the fort which waa plaead
on the l.Tghest hill in the environs ef
Verdun. Thousand* of priionera had
heen captured and many guns taken.
Hut b4 this point the French resistancn

;stiffened. as had th* derman lust year.
French reiervei and artillery arrived.
I'. tain and .uteinau arrived. There
was an end of the rapid advanco and
there began the pour.dinir, gTindir.ft at¬
tack in which the advantage pasaed to
the defead.r. It was juat what hap
peaed at N'< uve Chapelle ao long agro
whefl we firat saw this kind of fighting
excinplified rompletely.

derman I.oaies CbIbBBbL
In the new attaeks the German* still

gaiaed ground, but they gained ground
r-i-f,';.,. the French WithdrOW from po-i-

tions ma.le untenable through the origi-
nal German advance at other pointa,
Th.j eonaolidated their liae, organi7e,i
th.ir »W front. Ten days after the
Bttack had hegun it had ceased to be a

question of Verdun. jjuat as in a «hort-
er time the French had reali'.ed laat
Sept»mbe! tbat they could r.ol brcAK.
the German line ia Champagr.r B il
like the French in o'hampagne, like the
Britiah at N'.uve Chapelle, the Germans
peraevered, aad la eoBeeejB«we suffered
colossal los4*s, exactly as the French
and British had
To understand the German tartics

you mu«' reeogniae two things. The
Germans had expected to take Verdun.
.,- they ha.l uaqoeetioaably known
that thc French military commar.d d d

t Intend at thc outset to hold the
They had advertised the co~n

ing victory far and wide over the
world; they had staked much upon It
Morpover, ln the first days, when they
I -i.i taken mocb trreand, when they ad
¦ DouaumoBt a'-.d eoald took down

V'.rdun, they had every r*ason to
beli.r. tha' they possessed the key to

Ity .nd that the French high
,nd WB. alowly but st*adi!y drr.w

mg hack -.ta lines and would preiently
p the r.tv.

Kt awing these thlnga you can und*r-
fltand whv the Germans w*r» ao eonfi-

Ta.y did not ine.nl stone* of
coming victory which they did not b»-
lie.e. They believed that Verdun wa.
to fall because th*y knew, and th* s;,n..

thing wai known and mcntion.'U
ondon, heard II there when the

was in Ita earlier -.tages that the
F rencl ommai intended te

What they did nol
nnd couid not know was that ihe
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official report B*ra»p thfl

ch waa the fate of the ( ity
of Verdan.

Germana Vdvertiae Victnry.
The f«et, know. to i eertaln number

of Frenrhmen 01 '".", defence
waa improviaed after tha deciaion had
baaa made to evi whola -a-

lient, icrvei for tl era to increaaa the
meaninc of the vicl >ry ¦¦ '¦' Inereaaaa
the real .4'. thi I rench '

Hut 'hi* ia a dei rraane
openly, deliberately, after long prepa¬
ration, ar.:...unrr..l their purpo->e. Uied
ever.* eoncelvable bit of r'.r..-.trth they
could hr:-;: to bear 1 '4 in, aad
tol thi ir ov not merely that
V, r,i..; bat at one moment
that It had falli n. Th ¦. did th 1 with
the flrm eonviction thal 11 would fall
wa* falling.
The Pri nch were st< 1 that

Verdun might be f;r,rr.
.... thfl front

Ifl, at'd tt is

Ion of
rarly day*. fllthough waa not a

tenaion of pan.c or fear. Paria did not

expect to see ihe invader, and there
thing of 1 rt of m.lahine

.- ..i. Bat It wai plain that tha fall
f the to ilcl brlflg a tremendoui

aravfl of depreaaion nml if not de«pair
v.'t a real red ic1 Ib itead,
Verdun defend tha nea were

maintalned aeveral milea nr. -he cher
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. \ rdun nnd brought iva mtmia
French eoanfldoMiea eaa

i ... i*ll
1

rhiek, I am "° d<
,,.,,, . thing .f h. *ort la the
war aeriod, rr'ni-hnrn did not aay
that VerdBB arafl th* beg.nning; of the

end, and th.y did not forecast the

prompt eoll.p t ot r,erm*.nv. They did
tt\ forccaet th* immediate end of

the fighting about Verdun. They did
regard th. rietory as *, Water.oo

t Ia:4 or anv other foollsh thing.
Bnt they did rather coollv and quite
calmly arpraiso the thiag and aee in it

..,. German faiiur* sinee the
M.rna, »nd a failure in a right ln which
.he Germnns had I*-ld down all th« eon-

ditlnaa in advance and advertii*d the
rietory that thev did not achieve as

nromi oing the collapse of French en-

tlarane. and spirit.
The Rvtl* of Verdun was a battl*

for moral values, and the poaaeision of
the town itself waa never of any real
military value. Verdun commands
r.o'hir% and behind It lle well Vtr-
pared fortilleatiBBa on doaainatiag
. a that are ten time* a«

aaay te defead M those which the
-p- ir. defended. It v:is BOl a

battle for Pnris. and ther* was n*ver a

'..sport of tre piercinjr of the r rer.,-h
G.rmany waa never as near a

great military aaceoMa as sh* »m at
Vnr*a after the firat g-as attaeh * year
ago. The French army leaders judged
the Verdan position a* not v.orth the

.' ,l.>4'er..i;ng. They were over-

ruled hv the politicians and they d»-
>d it Bueeeaefttlly. Bot their first

... ;i th* hesr eridence of the
wholly lllmory value that haa b**n at-

.;.che.l to th-4 possession of Verdun
iteelf.
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